
37th LD Democrats Membership Meeting  
Monday, November 8, 2021  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:07PM. 
 
 
Duwamish land acknowledgement   
November is Native American Heritage Month. 
 
Adopt October 11, 2021 minutes    
Adopted without objection. 
 
National legislative update by Rep. Adam Smith     
Rep. Smith unable to join as another meeting was running long. 
Arshia Nilchian to provide a brief update during Good of the Order. 
 
Remarks by Chair Stephen Reed     
Stephen Reed announces he is stepping down as Chair. 
First Vice Chair Carrie Barnes will be stepping in as interim Chair. 
 
Stephen extends his thanks to all fellow volunteers. 
Stephen will be taking a new job as speechwriter for  
State Commissioner of Public Lands Hilary Franz. 
 
Recap of online advertising for this year's election. $2,500 was authorized.  
The data set for ad engagement will be forthcoming. 
 
The 2021 holiday party will be held on the second Monday of December. The cost is 
$50 for individuals and $100 for families. This payment will count toward the coming 
year’s membership dues. Membership is due for renewal at end of January, 2022. 
 
The holiday party will be promoted on social media. 
 
 
Asian American and Pacific Islander community (AAPI) panel discussion 
Panelists introduced:  
Rahul Gupta, Wing Luke Museum and Joseph Lachmann, ACRS  
 
Introduction of Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos by moderator Serene Chen,  
37th LD Executive Board. 
 
Remarks by Rep. Sharon Tomiko Santos  
Rep. Santos was raised in this district and attended school here. Discussion of 
neighborhoods including Historic Chinatown and Japantown, Little Manila and Little 
Saigon. There have been others in the International District. That area is interwoven 



with narratives of discrimination. The George Floyd aftermath called for a broader 
racial reckoning, but the issues are not new. Mention of the Asian Exclusion Act, coolie 
labor, Japanese-American internment during WWII. It is important for us to understand 
the origins of this discrimination. 
 
Issues that face AAPI neighbors: 
 
• Lack of visibility 
• Lack of healthcare equity 
• An inadequate anti-bias approach in schools 
• Reduced access to technology & broadband 
 
There is a universal need for disaggregated data regarding AAPI populations, as 
different populations have different issues. For example, refugee populations face 
different issues than those have been here for longer. WA state has generally been a 
leader in assembling disaggregated data.  
 
Stress on the importance of language access. Asian communities are fast-growing, 
largely due to immigration. 
 
 
AAPI panel discussion and Q&A featuring  
Rahul Gupta, Wing Luke Museum and Joseph Lachmann, ACRS  
 
Opening statements: 
 
Joseph Lachmann: 
He is the Policy Analyst at ACRS. 
ACRS has been in existence since 1973. 
The organization emphasizes behavioral health services. 
(Discussion of programs offered.) 
 
Rahul Gupta:  
He is the Education Director at Wing Luke Museum. 
The museum has been in existence for more than 50 years. 
(History of the Museum, including focus on open housing.)  
The museum started out focusing on the Chinese-American experience. 1860 marked 
the date of the first Chinese immigrant here. Chinese workers were instrumental in 
early train engineering in the U.S. (both the transcontinental railroad and spurs).  
 
Discussion of the concept of "Discontinuous community," wherein ethnic communities 
experience cultural erasure over time. This prevents those communities from being 
grounded as Americans. 
 
Wing Luke Museum grounds the community's stories, preventing discontinuous 
community. 



Serene Chen: 
Discussion of change and growth in this community. 
Echoed need for disaggregated data, to reflect Asian-American identity. 
There is safety in numbers (with broader group identity), but this can also be limiting. 
The Wing Luke Museum is mostly funded by donations from individuals. 
 
Joseph Lachmann: 
Personal history: He is Japanese-American, with 5 generations of history in this area. 
Discussion of ACRS food bank. In 2016, 1 million lbs. of food distributed, for example. 
Food items include rice, tofu, soy milk, noodles (specific to the community). 
Volunteers are welcome at the food bank. 
 
Rahul Gupta:  
The AAPI community is not monolithic. 
There's a lack of documentation of AAPI populations, broadly speaking. 
Many in AAPI population have been here for several generations; they are not 
immigrants. They have a different experience than new immigrants. Those different 
paths are not typically reflected in the broader cultural narrative. It is important to 
recognize this difference and record personal stories capturing different experiences. 
Comments on the "brilliant mosaic" in the International District and the 37th LD. 
 
Serene Chen: 
Comments on pending legislative redistricting: Two of the proposed redistricting maps 
bisect the CID (Chinatown/International District); two others leave it intact. Constituents 
are encouraged to comment on these maps and object to those which divide the CID. 
 
Joseph Lachmann: 
The redistricting map submission deadline is just days away. 
Commissioners Graves & Fain maps both make proposals that are an "insult" to the 
community. Their proposals would divide the communities. 
Discussion of the fact that the freeway cuts through the CID neighborhood. 
 
Rahul Gupta:  
Discussion of erasure of the history of populations in a given area. Once this erasure 
takes place it becomes easier to perpetrate a violation like the freeway cut-through. 
 
Lack of residential neighborhoods makes it harder to "ground" a population. Dividing a 
district causes erasure and competing interests.  
 
If a redistricting map like those proposed by commissioners Graves & Fain prevails two 
districts would be stripped of their history (with redistricting).  
 
 
Questions and comments 
Discussion of historic 23rd & Jackson border of the International District (district 
boundaries and evolution over time). 



Discussion of the concept of a "model minority” and how it has been used to drive a 
wedge between different groups. 
Comment that two of the proposed redistricting maps are in violation of the Voting 
Rights Act. 
If no compromise is made on the maps, by default the process will go to the courts for 
resolution. 
 
 
Serene Chen: 
Concluding remarks and thank yous to Rep. Tomiko Santos, Joseph Lachmann and 
Rahul Gupta. 
 
 
Good of the order  
Motion by Justin Baird to amend last month’s PCO appointment to assign that 
individual to Precinct 3775. 
Without objection, motion carries. 
 
Arshia Nilchian with update from Adam Smith: 
The federal infrastructure billed just passed. 
(Breakdown of what is in the Infrastructure bill.) 
$8.6 billion will be spent in Washington state. 
Discussion of community funding requests using this money. 
The Build Back Better bill will likely come up for a vote in December. 
 
December 13 holiday party reminder. 
 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:31PM. 


